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Procedures Coverning Reporcing
to the Senate Select Committee on [ntelligence (SSCI)
on Covert Action

The DCI and cthe SSC[ agzcee chat a planned intelligence
activicy may constitucte a "significant anticipated intelligence
activicv" under section 501 of the National Security Act of
1947 (che "Intelligence Nversight Act of 1980") even if the
olanned activity is parc of an ongoing covert action
operation within the scope of an existing Presidential
Finding pursuant to che Hughes-Rvan Amendment (22 U.S.C.

2422). The DCI and the SSCl further agree that they may

hetter discharge their respective responsibilities under

the Oversight Act by reaching a clearer understanding
concerning treporting of covert action accivity. To this end
the DCI and the SSCI make the following reoresentations and
undecttakings, subject to the nossible exceptional circunstances
contemplated in the I[ntellizence Oversight Act:

l. In addition to providing che SSCl wicth the text of
new Presidential Findingzs concecning covertc action, the DCI
will provide the SSCI with che contents of the accompanying
scope paper following approval of the Ffinding. The contents
of the scope paper will oe provided in writing unless the
SSCI and cthe DCI agree that an oral presentacion would be
oreferable. Any subsequent modificacion 5 the scope paper

will be porovided to the SSCI. ~

2. The DCI also will inform the SSC! of anv other
planned covert action accivicies for which hizher authoricy
or Presidential aporoval Has bSeen provided. including, buc
not limited to, aporovals of any activity which would
substancially chanze cthe scooe of an ongoing covert action

Operation.

3. Notification of :~e above decisions will be provided
to the SSCI as soon as sraccticable and prior to implementation
of the actual accivicv.
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4. The DCI and the SSCI recognize chat an activicy
planned to be carried out in connection with an ongoing
covert action opecation may be of such a nacure that the
Commitcee will desire notificacion of the accivity prior to
implementacion, even if the activity does not teauire
separate higher authority or Presidenctial approval. The
SSCI will, in connectjon with each ongoing covert action
operation, communicate to the OCI the kinds of activicies
(in addition to chose described in Paragraphs 1 and 2) that .
it would consider to fall in this category. The OCI will
independently take steps to ensure that the SSCI is also
advised of activicies that cthe DCI reasonably believes

fall in this cacegory.

S. When briefing the SSCI on a new Presidentcial
Finding or on any activity described in pacragraphs 2 or &,
the preseatation should include a discussion of all important
elements of the accivity, including operational and political
risks, possible repercussions under Ctrealy obligations ot
agreements, and any special issues raised under (J.S. law.

6. To keep the SSCI fully and currently informed on
the progress and status of each covert action operation, the
0CI will provide to che SSCI: (A) a comprehensive annual
briefing on all covert action operations: and (B) rtegular
information on implementation of each ongoing operation,
with emphasis on aspects in which the SSC! has indicated

particular interest.

7. The DCIL and cthe SSCI agree that the above procedures
reflect the fact that covert acction activicies are of
pacrticular seansitivicy, and ic.is imperative that every
effort be made to prevent their unauthorized disclosure.

The SSCI will protect the information provided pursuant Co
these nocification procedures in accordance with the procedures
set forch:in S.Res. 400, and with special regard for che
extreme sensitivicy of these acctivicies. It is further
recognized that public ceference to covert action activities
raises serious problems for the United Stactes abroad, and,
therefore, such references by either the Fxecutive or
Legislative Branches are inapproptiate. [t is also recognized
that the compromise of classified informacion concerning
covert activities does not automatically declassify such
information. The aopearance of references to such activities
in the public media does not constitute authorization to
discuss such activities. The DCI and the S55CI recognize

that che long established oolicv of the U.S. Government is

not to comment publiclv on classified intelligence activities.

-
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8. .The DCI! will escablish mechanisms to assure that
the SSCI is informed of planned activicies as provided by
paragraphs 1 through 4, and that the Committee is fully and

cutrently informed as provided by paragraph 6. The DCI will
describe these mechanisms to the SSCI.

9. The SSCI. in consultation with the DCI when appropriate.
will review and, if necessary, refine the mechanisms which
enable it to carry out its responsibilicies under the

Intelligence Oversight Act.

10. The DCI and the SSCI will jointly review these
procedures no later chan one year after they become operative,
in otder to assess their effectiveness and their impact on
the ability of the DCl and the Committee to fulfill their

respective responsibilicies.
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Vice Chairman, SSCI
06 JUN B84

Dace
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ADDENDUM TO PROCEDURES GOVERNING
REPORTING YO THE SENATE SECECT COMMITIEE

~ ON _INTELLTCERCE ON COVERY AcTION

l. 1n accordance with Patagraph 10 of the Procedures
Governing Reporting to the SSC! on Covert Action, executed on
June 6, 1984, the SSCI and the DCI have jointly revieved the
Procedures {n order to assess thefr effectiveness and their
jmpact on the ability of the Committee and the DCI to fulfill
their tespective tesponsibilities under section 501 of the
Netional Security Act of 1947.

- 2. The Committee and the DCI asgree that the Procedures
have worked well and thet they have safded the Committee and.
the DC1 {n the fulfi{llment of their respective responsibilicties.
The Committee and the DCl also sgree to add the for?oving
Procedures set forth below:

== In accordance with the covert action approvel
and coordination mechanisms set forth {n NSDD 159,
the "advisory” format will be used to convey to
to the SSCI the substance of Presidential
Fin?ingn. scope papers, and memorande of noti{fi-
cation. ‘

<= Advisoties vill specifically take note of any
instance in which substantisl nonroutine support
for & covert action operation {s to be provided
by an agency or element of the U.S. Goverment
othetr than the agency tasked with carrying out
the operation, or by & foreign govermment or
element thereof. It {s further agreed thst
edvisories will describe the nature and. scope
of such suppore.

== In any csse in which cthe limited prior notice
provisions of section 501(a)(1)(B) of the
Netfonal Security Act are invoked, the sdvisory
or oral nocification will affirm that che
President has determined that {C is essentcial
to limit prior notice. It {s furcher agreed
that {n any section 501(a)(1)(B) situascion,
substantive nocification will be provided to
the Chairzan and Vice Chaicman of the SSCI at
the earliesc practicable moment, and thast the
Chefirman and Vice Chairman will assist co the
best of their adilicies in facilitating secure

l
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notificetion of the Majority snd Minority leaders

of the Senate if they have not slready been notifijed.
it is understood that responsibility for accompl{sgh-
ment of the required notification rescs with the
Executive Branch.

== It is understood that paragraph 6 of the Procedures, .
which requires that the SSCI shall be kept fully and
currently {nformed of eech covert action operation,
shall include significant developments in or related
to covert sction operations.

-~ The DCl will make every reasonable effort to inform
the Committee of Presidentisl Findings end signifi-
cant covert action activities and developments a5
soon as practicable.

3. In accordance with paragraph 4 of the Procedures, the
DCI recognizes that significant impfementing sctivities {n
wil{tary or psrsmilitary covert action operations are matters

of special interest and concern to the Committee. It is agreed,
therefore, that notificetion of the Committee prior to {mplement-
stion will be accomplished in the following situations, even if
there is no requirement for separate higher suthority or
Presidentiasl approvel or notification:

-~ Signiffcant military equipment actually is to be
supplied for the first time {n an ongoing opetstion,
or there {s a significant change in the quantity
or quality of equipment provided;

-- Equipament of fdentifiable U.S. Government origin
is inftially msde available in addition to or in
lieu of nonattributable equipament;

== There is any significent change involving the
participation of U.S. military or civilian staff,
or  contractor or agent personnel, in military or
parsmilitery activities.

4. The DCI understands that when a covert action operation
includes the provision of material assistance or training to a
foreign government, element, or entity that sioultaneously is
receiving the same kind of U.S. material assistance or training
overtly, the DCI will explain the rationale for the covert
component.
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5. The DCI understands that the Commitree wi
sh
:Z:g:::d‘;; ;he Pr:cidont ever decides to waive, ch.:;.:°o:e
‘ Xxecutive Order provis{ '
of covert sction operctionc.p °f tpplicable to the conduct

6. The Commfttee and the DCI recogn i
gnize thet the -
:5;?:::‘:0.:gcunder:;§‘ns‘ set forth {n this document ::S‘r
possible exceptional ci
{n section 501 of the Nationfl Securit;c:::f‘nc.. contemplaced

7. The Procedures Governing R |
o g Reporting to the SS
covert sction, #s modified by this ogreemegt vill regii:n’ ‘
force until modified by mucusl sagreexent. ' o B

: June 10, 1986

Dace

< P —_—
Z m(.‘f\,,..' .
ce Chalrman, 353CT

June 5, 1986
Date
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